
66

EUROCOPTER’S EVOLVInG BK SERIES –  
THE EC145T2

The European launch of the EC145T2 
helicopter took place recently in 
Germany. Lining up and flying next to 
the BK117 and the original EC145, the 
new T2 showed itself to be a quieter, 
more powerful and modern helicopter.  
Those of us who operate the EC145 
(Luviair operates two) are pleased to see 
the developments of the T2 model. The 
T2 comes with significant improvements 
to the EC145. There is no change to the 
cavernous interior or great passenger-
carrying capability. It all adds up to 
a more powerful, efficient and safer 
helicopter. The EC145 has been a great 
success in the heli-yachting industry and 
the T2 reaffirms its position. Combine 
this with the innovations that are being 
shown in the Mercedes Benz-style 
interiors and you have a great heli-
yachting machine. Now is the time to 
order one – but do not expect a VIP 
delivery until late 2013. 

mAREnCO SWISS HELICOPTER SKyE

In 2007 I was excited to see the 
beginnings of the Marenco Swiss 
Helicopter story. Thanks to the passion 
and commitment of the team the 
project has moved on. The initial flight-
testing programme will begin in 2012 
and certification of the helicopter 
should follow in 2013/14. Marenco 
is offering something exciting both 
in terms of aircraft design and the 
manufacturing process. There is a 
refreshing enthusiasm about the team 
and an indication that what it will 
produce will be both fun to fly and also 
fit in this light helicopter niche. 

The first impression of the helicopter 
design is great; wonderful modern 
exterior styling combined with a huge 
internal space. There is great scope 
to develop the interior. The proposed 
seating for four passengers faces 

forward and, because of the creative 
use of windows, the view from all of 
the seats will be wonderful. There is 
also a glass floor panel in the prototype 
design, allowing passengers to look 
down below them.

Composite materials used in the same 
build techniques of Formula 1 race cars 
combine with a powerful single-engine 
power plant, offering great ‘hot and 
high’ performance in addition to a  
fast cruise speed of 145 knots and 800 
Km range on standard fuel tanks.  
The first helicopter will be a light single-
engine. There are plans for a twin-engine  
machine which will enhance the practical 
usefulness of the helicopter in public 
transport and our heli-yachting industry. 
A corporate/VIP interior, air conditioning 
and floats will be a part of the original 
certification, meaning that the early 
models of this exciting machine will 
integrate easily into the luxury  
yachting world.

AGUSTAWESTLAnd 169 

AgustaWestland has identified the 
gap between the Agusta 109 Grand 
and the AW139 and will introduce the 
AW169 in 2014. While the helicopter is 
unashamedly focused on the parapublic 
police/EMS market, the prospect of a 
corporate/VIP variant should be an  
exciting opportunity to introduce 
another light twin into the heli- 
yachting world. 

The AW169 is more manageable than 
the larger AW139 and this I see as a 
distinct advantage. In combining safety, 
Italian design and technology, Agusta has 
created an exciting airframe that should 
fulfil its multi-role tasks. How this will 
demonstrate itself in our heli-yachting 
industry can be imagined through the 
power and performance offered, the 
highest consideration of safety and the 
superior interior space allowing high 
passenger capacity. It will also be initially 
equipped and certified for over-water 
operations from the first delivery. 

Agusta is renowned for making 
fast, safe helicopters with great 
performance. The AW169 will not be 
any different. The fact that Agusta has 
also put environmental friendliness 
at the top of its list of design criteria 

is another welcome aspect to this 
helicopter. The use of modern 
composite materials, lower emissions 
from the engines and reduced external 
and internal noise signatures all go to 
make this an exciting prospect. 

As the helicopter is likely to be flying 
in 2012 and certified in 2014, with 
deliveries immediately thereafter, I am 
hopeful we will see a corporate VIP 
variant in 2015. When we consider the 
lead time in building a yacht and the 
need to think about the helicopter type 
that is to be integrated at the earliest 
point in the project, perhaps now is  
the time to be looking at Agusta’s 
latest offering.

BA609 TILTROTOR

No look at innovation should pass 
without reference to the BA609 tiltrotor 
from Bell/Agusta. Once we work out 
how to deal with high temperature 
exhausts, this amazing flying machine 
could be seen operating to the backs  
of the superyachts of tomorrow. 

THE fUTURE

I am sure that among these new models 
there will be ample choice for the 
discerning yacht owner of the future. As an 
industry we must ensure that we provide 
the infrastructure for these machines to 
work within.  This means landing areas 
on board that are safe, of a reasonable 
size and strong enough. They will need 
to be properly equipped and the yacht 
helidecks will need to be manned with 
trained personnel. There is a realisation 
that commercial certification is a possibility 
with forethought and that in obtaining this 
certificate there is by definition an enhanced 
layer of safety associated with the operation.

The interior of the Eurocopter EC145T2 model.
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