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The helicopter’s usefulness extends beyond 
being a practical, safe and secure mode of 
transport. As a logistics support tool for the 
yacht, it will always prove its worth, and, best 
of all, continues to be a fun way to travel.

Meanwhile, helicopter manufacturers are 
constantly trying to reinvent their product, 
improve its quality or fill gaps in their range. 
Most of these developments are based upon 
customer feedback and a wish as a company 
to be able to offer a helicopter at every stage 
of need for the client.

As an operator, Luviair encourages our 
clients to consider buying a twin-engine 
helicopter and to man it as a multi-crew 
machine. In both cases you are buying into 
safety. An additional engine provides greater 
security and performance, and an additional 
crew member allows an extra pair of eyes 
and someone to share the workload. This 
is particularly important if we are working 
in high-traffic density air space at night and 
often in marginal weather conditions.

Whether single-engine single-pilot 
operations exist successfully remains a 
question of risk assessment. Flying an 
offshore oil worker to a correctly sized 
helipad at night in the North Sea requires 

by law a powerful twin-engine helicopter 
flown by two highly skilled crew members. 
We believe the owners of yachts, their 
families and staff should be afforded the 
same duty of care, especially as we are flying 
to much smaller decks where the currency 
and experience of the accepting deck  
crew is much lower than their North  
Sea counterparts.

By far the majority of helicopter flights 
in our industry will be passenger transport 
flights between the yacht and the house or 
airport. However, the vessel’s master will 
quickly learn how effective the helicopter 
can be in easing his logistics headache. Spares 
for generators, fresh flowers, a sea pilot, 
chocolate cakes (remember the on-board air 
conditioning), all move effortlessly between 
the shore and the yacht.

Knowing which helicopter to buy 
may be a case of using experience, the 
recommendation of a friend or a well-
researched study. Experience is always of 
great benefit. If you have this then it may 
only be a case of what is new in terms 
of avionics, change or keep the colour 
scheme and carpets, then let’s go fly. If 
you do not have this experience, then the 

well-researched study should become a 
prerequisite. Helicopters are expensive, they 
are all good to a degree but they also have 
their own characters and issues. Which one 
will suit you?

In addition to acquisition and outfitting 
cost, there is the cost of operation, the 
lifecycle costs and value retention – all 
before we get to the point of selling on the 
machine. There is an important process of 
build and acceptance to follow to the point 
of delivery, and then of course there is the 
post-delivery operation. There is a lot to 
think about.

Coming out of this global financial crisis 
has seen the manufacturers launch a group of 
helicopters to tempt tomorrow’s users. I have 
chosen to look at just three, and accept that 
those not included also have new models and 
innovations to offer. Look at the Sikorsky 
S-76D, the Bell 429 and the Robinson R66 as 
examples of other exciting machines based 
upon innovative technology.

My brief focus is on Eurocopter, 
AgustaWestland and the ‘young pretender’ 
Marenco Swiss Helicopter.

PREVIOUS PAGE: 
Standing above the concealed 

watertight hangar underneath the 
aft deck of MY T6 sits a £1 million 
Eurocopter AS 350 B3, enabling 
the owner to rise Thunderbirds-

style out of the deck and be 
airborne in minutes. 
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The Eurocopter EC145 lands  

on MY Ecstasea at sunset.
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